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Happy Chinese New 
Year greetings to 
you all and may I 
wish you all a 
peaceful and blessed 
Easter. Easter 
always speaks to me 
of the renewal of our 
spiritual lives. The old life is buried with 
the death of Jesus, while the new is 
brought alive with the resurrection of 
Jesus on Easter morning. I pray that each 
of you will experience this for yourselves 
in a fresh and special way this Easter. 


I am leaving later this morning for Hawaii 
where I have been asked to take part in the 
consecration of their new Bishop. We 
have always had a close relationship with 
the Diocese of Hawaii; in fact the last 
Bishop of Hawaii was of Chinese ancestry 
SO We were especially close. As the only 
Diocese in Asia that is part of ECUSA, I 
feel that I have a special responsibility to 
my colleagues both in ECUSA and in 
Asia. As a member of the ECUSA 
Communications Committee I see it as my 
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duty to let other Episcopal Churches in 
Asia know about what is happening in 
ECUSA, and also to bring the voice of 
Asia to the ECUSA House of Bishops. As 
I report to my Asian colleagues on the 
resolutions made at the ECUSA House of 
Bishops, I also have to let them know my 
response and offer explanations. My 
vision is to be a bridge between the 2 
continents, and to promote and foster 
better understanding and relationships. 


At the recent Primates meetings in 
Tanzania, new ECUSA Presiding Bishop 
Katherine Jefferts Schori maintained her 
stand that ECUSA would continue to 
ordain and consecrate gay priests and 
Bishops. We in Taiwan do not want to 
criticize the ECUSA decision. The 
Presiding Bishop understands that the 
church must not stand in the place of 
judgment but must proclaim the Gospel of 
salvation. Actually nobody knows what 
Jesus’ attitude would be if he were here 
today in the midst of this. This is what I 
always tell my Taiwanese colleagues from 
other denominations who challenge me. 
However, although we are part of ECUSA, 
we will not follow that same policy. We 


will follow the teaching as laid out in the 
Bible. We will accept gay people in our 
churches but we will not ordain them. Ifa 
church vestry wants to accept them as 
members of the Vestry or as wardens, then 
that is their decision. Actually until now 
we have not faced this problem in our 
Diocese but I pray that we may be 
sensitive and prayerful if it arises. 


Our theme for 2007 is family witness, and 
our prayer is that all our church members 
will be a good witness in their family, 
work and local community, and will be 
active in the mission of the church. May 
God guide and help each one of us! 


TAIWAN - OSAKA SISTER - DIOCESE RELATIONSHIP 


The special link 
between the Dioceses 

of Taiwan and Osaka 
(Japan) is now well- 
established and already 
bearing fruit. In 
October 2006, 2 of our 
clergy from Taiwan 
visited Osaka for 5 days, 
at the kind invitation of 
Bishop James Toru 

Uno of Osaka. The 
invitation was for one aed _ 
female priest and one young priest, so Rev. 
Elizabeth Wei represented the former 
while Rev. Philip L. F. Lin represented the 
latter. They received a wonderful warm 
welcome and were really grateful for all 
the hospitality. 


On their visit to Osaka, they were able to 
visit churches, Diocesan schools, colleges 
and hospitals as well as see various 
community projects run by the church. 
They also participated in a special joint 


Diocesan service where they were so 
moved to hear the whole church singing 2 
choruses in Chinese specially learned for 
the occasion. Meanwhile the older 
women had learned the Lord’s Prayer in 
Chinese, so that they could all pray 
together. You have to know something of 
the history of our 2 countries to appreciate 
the significance of this simple act of 
worshiping and praying together. 


The similarities between the church in 
Osaka and Taiwan give our sister-Diocese 
relationship a special meaning, as we 
share so much in common. Both our 
Dioceses originally come from the 
American Episcopal Church, and both 
exist in countries where Christians are 
very much in the 


minority. 
Christians in 
Japan account 
for only about 
1% of the 
population, 
while in Taiwan 
less than 3% are 
Christians. 


Both Dioceses 
have small numbers of full-time 
stipendiary priests, Osaka has 22 and the 
retirement age is set at 70; while Taiwan 
has only 11, and they retire at 65. Most of 
the Osaka clergy are older and come from 
families that have been Christians (or even 
clergy) for many generations; while in 
Taiwan most of the clergy are young, 
first-generation Christians, converted at 
college or university. Taiwan also has 3 
female clergy, whereas Osaka has only 
one, the Rev. Pam Cooper, who is a CMS 
mission partner from the UK. 


The basic problem facing the Diocese in 
Osaka is that the churches have small 
congregations, and young people and 


especially young clergy are few in number. 


There was a lot of sharing and discussion 
about these problems between our 2 


Taiwanese clergy and their Osaka 
counterparts. Many of the women in 
Osaka expressed great interest in women 
priests and asked many questions, while 
the Osaka clergy were keen to learn ways 
of reaching young people with the gospel. 


The trip was a 
great success 
and we really 
give thanks to 
God for his 
many blessings. 


Just this week, 
the Diocese of 
Osaka has 
requested that 
we send them 
copies of our kindergarten menus for the 
snacks that our children eat each day. 
They want to learn from us and use some 
of our ideas for snacks. A practical way 
for us to help! There is a possibility of a 
group from Osaka coming for a tour in 
November this year and also some of their 
young people may be able to join our team 
of parish evangelists this summer on their 
mission and camp program. 

It is exchanges like this that are so 
beneficial to both Dioceses. We have so 
much to learn from each other and also so 
many ways in which we can encourage 
each other and grow together to become 
mature Christians and mature churches. 
Please continue to pray for this special 
sister relationship that we have with the 
Diocese of Osaka. 


CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE OF ASIA - 10™ ANNUAL 
HUMAN RIGHTS TRAINING. 


Rev. Leo W.B. Tzeng represented the 
Diocese at this training conference held 
from November 11-17, 2006 in Chiang 


Mai, Thailand. 30 representatives from 14 


Asian countries attended. The week 
included a 2-day trip to Mae Sai, on the 
northern border of Thailand, the famous 
Golden Triangle area, to see the work of 
various human rights organizations, 
including churches. There was a lot of 
sharing between participants and many 
friendships were made. The training was 
particularly concerned with the issue of 
the relationship between working for 
human rights and the preaching of the 
gospel. The words of challenge are Jesus’ 
words in the temple recorded in Luke 4: 
18-19 when he quotes the words of Isaiah: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me 
to preach the good news to the 
poor. 


He has sent me to proclaim freedom 
for the prisoners 
and recovery of sight for the 
blind, 
to release the oppressed, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.” 


And so in Taiwan, we.pray for God’s 
strength and help as we look for new ways 
to reach out to people with God’s love and 
the gospel. Many of our churches are 
already involved in helping the poor, 
elderly, outcasts and those in trouble of 
any kind. Good Shepherd Church in 
Taipei has long had a valuable community 
project among the elderly and housebound, 
while Trinity Church, Keelong has a 
relatively new ministry among local 
children and young people. May God 
guide us and give us wisdom and courage 
as we serve Him. 


THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS / SEMINARIANS 


As asmall Diocese, we do not have our 
own theological college or seminary. 
Rather we send our seminarians either to 
Tainan Theological College (Presbyterian) 
or to Fu-Ren University (Roman Catholic) 
in Taipei. This study is supplemented by 
teaching of various theological and 
specifically Anglican studies (and 
fieldwork) through Trinity Hall, our own 
Episcopal Center for Theological Study. 
At present, the Diocese has 2 students at 


theological college studying as 
seminarians. Mr. Her Jung-Long, now in 
his early 50’s, was originally a high 
school teacher who retired and then 
studied in the USA for a PhD in the field 
of education. Mr. Zhou Tsai-Shin is a 
young man who graduated from St. John’s 
University, Tamsui. Both are in their first 
year at Fu-Ren University. Please pray 
for them. 
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St. John’s Cathedral, Taipei 


On December 2, 2006, there was a 
great service of celebration and 
thanksgiving at St. John’s 
Cathedral in honor of the 50" 
anniversary of the cathedral. 164 
people attended. As they thank 
God for all his blessings over the 
last 50 years, they also pray for the 
next 50 years, and commit their 
future to God. They are 
particularly keen to see revival 
among their young people and to 
focus of the preaching of the 
gospel. 


St. Luke’s Church, Hualien 


St. Luke’s has recently started a children’s 
ministry. Every Tuesday and Thursday 
between 7:00 — 9:00pm children in Grades 
4-6 at local primary schools can come to 
the church where teachers are on hand to 
help them with their homework and 
studies. 10 children come regularly and 
these same 10 children also come to a 
monthly children’s club held on Saturday 
afternoons for Bible teaching and church 
activities. 


The church is also reaching out to the 
elderly in the community with teams of 3- 
4 people who visit the old people in their 
homes around the times of 5 major 
festivals: Christmas, New Year, Easter, 
Dragon Boat Festival and Autumn Moon 
Festival. Please pray for these community 
outreach programs that they will bear 
great fruit. 


Advent Church, Tamsul. 


The big event of 2007 is going to be the 
installation and dedication of the new 
stained glass window to be placed 
horizontally in the ceiling of the church. 
The present one is lacquered and not real 
glass. It is showing signs of age and has 
been damaged by passing typhoons, so it 


really needs replacing. The new one has 
been specially designed by American 
artist, Lyn Hovey, and depicts a scene 
from Jacob’s ladder, most appropriate 
given that it is going to be placed directly 
above the altar. The cost of this project is 
about NT$ 10 million, much of which still 


needs to be raised. Please pray 
for us! We hope it will be ready 
for dedication by the end of this 
year, hopefully on Advent 
Sunday itself. 

Another item of interest is the 
start of our new English classes 
for primary school children on 
Friday evenings, to coincide with 
our regular prayer meeting and 
choir practice. We hope that 
these classes will attract children 
of our church members (whose 
parents can then attend the 
prayer meeting), as well as local 
children in the community. 


"Advent Church outing 
an ongoing project. Finally we have a 
new senior churchwarden, Mr. Chen 


Sheng-Feng, who has just taken up his 
new responsibilities. Please pray for him! 


We would also appreciate prayer for our 
music, and the training of those in our 
church to play the piano and organ, and be 
part of our music group and choir. This is 


St. John’s University, Tamsui 


We give thanks to God for the 40" Rim Chapter of CUAC (Colleges and 
anniversary celebrations of St. John’s Universities of the Anglican Communion: 
University, to be held on Saturday April Wwww.cuac.org). 

28 here on the campus. For this very 

special occasion, we have also invited the The university is preparing to build new 
Presidents of the other Anglican administrative buildings and classrooms 
universities in Asia to attend. They will next year, 2008. The architectural designs 
then stay on for meetings the following are to be prepared this month. The total 


day to discuss the formation of a Pacific 


cost of the construction is estimated to be 
approx NT$ 300 million. 


At the annual Diocesan Convention held 


on March 2, 2007, St. John’s President, Dr. 


Yang, outlined 3 challenges that the 

university faces this coming year: 

1. To increase the student numbers. This 
academic year, the student numbers 
are about 200 less than last year, and 
the trend is likely to continue. This is 
mainly because of intense competition 
from other universities in the Taipei 
area. Extension students (who study 
in the evenings and weekends) are also 
decreasing due to the challenges of 
fitting in part-time study around full- 
time jobs, and due to the distance of 
travel. Students consider other 
universities to be far more 
conveniently situated. Some of our 
extension classes are already held at 
other more convenient sites. 

2. Safety of our students. Every year on 
average one of our students is killed in 
a road accident, mostly involving 
motorcycles, and in 2006 there were 2 
killed. The university is keen to 
discourage students from using 
motorcycles, and to encourage them 
we provide regular school buses 
running between the university and the 
Taipei Metro station, fitting in with 
class schedules. 

3. According to government 
classifications St. John’s is a 


University of Technology, but we 
hope to be upgraded to a full 
university in the future. During this 
coming year, there will be a 
government official inspection of all 
Universities of Technology including 
St. John’s. Our inspection will take 
place in December 2007. 


In the St. John’s Chaplaincy, the Rev. 
Lennon Chang reports on the training and 
discipling of Christian students. His 
vision is to see some of our Christian 
students eventually being ordained and 
committed to full-time Christian service. 
To this end, a group of 30-40 Christian 
students traveled to southern Taiwan for a 
training week just before Chinese New 
Year. Most of the students were from the 
university but some were from other 
Episcopal churches in northern Taiwan. 
Now we have a new department at the 
Diocese to take care of these Parish 
Evangelists, and we are excited about the 
development of this outreach work. 
During July-August 2007, these young 
people will lead a series of summer camps 
and missions throughout the Diocese. 
Maybe some from Osaka will be able to 
join them. There are 2 training days for 
these young evangelists on March 24 and 
May 26. Please pray for these young 
Christians and for the chaplaincy staff as 
they work with them. www.sju.edu.tw 


Grace Church, Tainan 


Under the leadership of the Rev. June 
Chou, the church has started a daily Bible 
study each morning, Tuesday — Friday, 
and there are 5S regular participants. They 
meet at 10:00am to read the Bible together 


and to pray. The church has a special 
burden to reach out to the families of 
church members. Many of our church 
members are in the situation where they 
are the only committed Christian in their 


family, and so they request your prayers 
as they share and witness with their 
families. One of the oldest members of 
our congregation is Mrs. Wang (Wang 
Mama), who at 91 years of age is in poor 
health. Please pray for her and for those 
who care for her. 


Grace Church has a vision to build a new 
church on a new site. The present church 
is too small and its situation is such that it 
goes largely unnoticed by those passing 
by. Even those entering the church 
grounds or going to the kindergarten have 
a hard time finding the church! 


St. Paul’s Church, Kaohsiung 


The aim of the church for this coming 
year is to be a healthy, growing and 
mature church. There are new programs 
of discipleship training, Bible studies, and 
acolyte training. At Christmas the church 
went out to the local neighborhood to 
share the good news with local people and 
got a really positive response. 


The Rev. Michael Liou retired from St. 
Paul’s in the summer of 2006 and moved 
with his wife to Taipei. Mrs. Liou 


however, continues as the Supervisor of St. 
Paul’s Kindergarten and visits monthly 
from-Taipei. Each day she is on the phone 
to St. Paul’s. Please pray for her and for 
all the Kindergarten Supervisors in the 
Diocese. Few of the principals and 
teachers in the Diocesan kindergartens are 
Christians, but most have weekly Bible 
study and devotional times together with 
the clergy. Pray for this evangelism to be 
effective. 


St. Andrew’s Kindergarten, Jie-Ding 


The parish worker, Cheng Ching-San, and 
his wife have started children’s work at St. 
Andrew’s and are encouraged by the 
response. The children’s activities are on 
Saturday afternoons between 2-4pm and 
involve Bible stories, games, crafts 

etc. On Wednesday afternoons at 5:00pm 


the kindergarten teachers gather for Bible 
study. Mr. Cheng also teaches the 
kindergarten children Bible stories and 
songs each week. Jie-Ding is a coastal 
village with an active Episcopal 
Kindergarten but no longer has a 

church. They request your prayers! 


All Saints, Kangshan 


The parish worker at Jie-Ding, Cheng 
Ching-San, is based at All Saints, 
Kangshan on Sundays. He retired from 
full-time high school teaching at the age 
of 50 a few years ago and studied at 
Tainan Theological College for 3 

years. After a year as a parish worker, he 


is due to be ordained deacon on March 
31° 2007. We give thanks for his 
commitment to serve in the church full- 
time, and pray for more to follow in his 
footsteps after retirement. 


Kangshan is the site of a large air force 
base and many of the church members are 
air force veterans and their 

dependants. The veterans live in a special 
village that is being demolished and they 
will all move to new apartments. For 
many this is the first time they have 


moved for 50 years, and is a great 
upheaval in their old age. Please pray for 
them. Pray also for the youth group of 
more than 10 who have started to learn the 
guitar in the church. Pray that they may 
become more and more committed. 


St. Timothy’s Church, Kaohsiung 


St. Timothy’s Church 
started 8 years ago with 13 
members of St. Paul’s 
moving to another area of 
Kaohsiung city to start a 
new church. Now St. 
Timothy’s has more than 
80 members, for which we 
give thanks to God. It is a 
growing church with many 
activities especially for 
children and young 
people. The weekends 
have long been the time when the 
children’s activities are held, but recently 
the church has also started to open its 
doors during the week after school to give 
children a quiet place to do their 
homework and to study. Their hope is 


that every child who enters the doors of St. 


Timothy’s will mature in body, mind and 
spirit, be full of life and energy, and be a 
great blessing to their family. 


From Sept. 2005 to July 2006, Rev. Justin 
Lin spent the year in Vancouver, 
Canada. Now looking back, the church 


members can see that year as a year in 


Die neclbae aliases 
which the church greatly matured, as they 
all worked together to help out and to 
serve. 


For adults, the Sunday morning service is 
being changed to a later time to allow an 
adult Bible class to be held on Sunday 
morning before the service. Many of the 
church members have not been Christians 
for long and are not very familiar with the 
Bible, so this will be a good chance for 
teaching and training. 


St. Peter’s Church, Chia-Yi 


The 47th General Convention of 
the Taiwan Episcopal Church took 
place at St. Peter's Church and China 


Trust Hotel, Chia-Yi City on March 2, 
2007. There were over 70 participants 
including clergy, church representatives 


and observers. The following morning, 
Bishop Lai took a group of 20 people to 
Alishan to see the sunrise and flower 
blossoms. It was beautiful! 

The local government is making a big new 
park across the road from the church. 

This has the potential for all sort of 


exciting things for the church in the future. 


Rev. Keith J. C. Lee writes: 

Please pray that we can have more young 
people and children to join our church. 
Please pray that our Bible teaching in the 
kindergarten can help the teachers and 


children to know more about the faith and 
God, and that their hearts will be 
transformed by the Gospel. 


Church of the Leading Star, Taiping 


The parish worker at Taiping, Ms Grace 
Yang, has a great burden to reach out to 
the local community with the gospel. 
Already one mother and daughter have 
been baptized and joined the church. 
Please pray for more and more contacts 
and new members. There is outreach 
among local children through the Saturday 
children’s club, and in the kindergarten 
among the children and teachers. 


The church has recently changed the 
position of the altar. The church itself is 


10 


housed in a room that was originally 2 
rooms of a house, now joined together 
into one. Right in the middle is a big 
concrete pillar. The church tries to 
accommodate this pillar but wherever the 
altar is situated, people behind the pillar 
cannot see anything. Now they have 
rearranged the room with the altar at what 
was originally the back of the room. The 
other end is now a memorial where people 
can come and remember their ancestors, 
according to Taiwanese custom. 


St. Mark’s Church, Pingtung 


The Rev. Lee Chang-Rong writes: “Although our 
church members are not many, and our building is 
not large, we are more than willing to reach out and 
share with people the wonderful love of Jesus. We 
have many activities and classes to attract every age 
of person and we hope that more and more people 
will come to our church. Please pray for our 
outreach and evangelism in the local community”. 


St. James’ Church, Taichung 


St. James’ is a very outward-looking 
church and very involved in supporting 
mission projects throughout the world. 
Much of this has been achieved through 
the leadership of Rev. Charles C. T. Chen, 
former Rector of St. James’. Although 
now retired, he continues as Supervisor of 
the Kindergarten. At present a new 8- 
storey building is under construction on 
adjacent land bought from neighbors. On 
the site previously were 3 very old 
uninhabited houses. The lower floors of 
the new building will be used by the 
kindergarten; after-school classes and 
cram school will use the middle floors, 
while the church will use the upper floors. 
We hope that the building will be ready in 
time for the new academic year in 
September 2007. 


Unfortunately the new building project 
has encountered a lot of opposition from 
one of the neighbors who objects to being 
surrounded on 3 sides by the kindergarten 
buildings, but who also doesn’t want to 
sell his land to us. He has taken the 
kindergarten to court. Please pray for Mr. 
Liao, that he will have a change of heart 
and we can have a better relationship with 
him. 


The construction company has donated 
NT$ 50,000 and this money has been sent 
to our overseas friends. Half the money 
has gone to the Diocese of Central 
Philippines where we have had a 
longstanding partnership for many years. 
One of their churches was badly damaged 
last year in a typhoon and this money will 
go to help with the cost of rebuilding. The 
other half of the money has gone to 
Tanzania to help in the building of a new 
primary school that we have links with. 
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St. James’ Kindergarten has recently set 
up an agreement of cooperation with the 
Cambridge-Ellis Pre-School in Boston, 
USA. Charles went there recently with 
his wife to discuss and sign the agreement. 
We hope that each summer we can have 
an exchange of teachers. They are very 
keen that 2 of our kindergarten teachers 
should go there to teach Chinese at their 
summer camp, and we hope to be able to 
welcome 2 of their teachers here to teach 
English at our summer camp too. 


St. James’ has a vision to build a new 
church in about 5 year’s time. But a new 
church needs a revived people and we 

pray for all the Bible teaching and 
evangelism that is going on. Rev. Philip L. 
F. Lin leads the church work. Particularly 
exciting recently has been the baptism of 
the husband of the St. James’ 

Kindergarten principal, Mr. Tsai. His 

wife was baptized many years ago, while 
his children were baptized about 2 years 
ago. The children were then aged about 6 
and 8, but told that they must keep this a 
secret from their grandmother with whom 
they all live. So far they have kept the 
secret. Now their father has been baptized 
and has done so without telling his mother. 


He is the only son, and this is a big step to 
take. Many of the St. James’ 
Kindergarten teachers are Christians, but 
not so their husbands. Although many of 
these husbands regularly attend church, 


they are not yet baptized out of respect for 
their elderly parents who are strongly 
opposed. Please pray for Mr. Tsai, that 
his example may both inspire and 
encourage others to take this step of faith. 


Trinity Church, Keelong. 


Trinity Church was mentioned 
in a recent copy of Friendship 
magazine in an article about 
the children’s and young 
people’s ministry. Rev. 
Richard Lee and his wife 
continue this work and have 
seen many blessings from God. 
6 young people were baptized 
recently, but they needed 
discipling and a lot of help to 
see major changes of behavior 
at home and at school. In 
response to this need, in the 
winter vacation Richard and his wife took 
these young people on a training camp to 
Hualien for 5 days. Each day they had 
Bible studies and prayer in the mornings, 
and went out into the community to do 
evangelism in the afternoons. 


From the first day God poured down his 
blessings. The Holy Spirit came down 
every morning and filled each person 
there. Everybody was deeply moved, 
many cried, and many received the gift of 
speaking in tongues. By the time they 
came to the afternoons, it was with real 
excitement that these young people went 
out to preach the gospel to anyone they 
met on the streets. 50 people were 
contacted in this way and 20 prayed 
prayers of initial commitment with a 


desire to know more about Jesus. Since 
they returned to Keelong, these young 
people have started to pray and read the 
Bible every day, and the weekly church 
prayer meeting is now full of young 
people. They have learned so much in 
such a short period of time and it has 
really had lasting effects. Great thanks to 
God! 


A kind invitation from the Dublin 
University Far-East Mission (DUFEM) 
means that Richard has the chance to go to 
Ireland for a month after Easter. Please 
pray that his visit would be a blessing to 
him and to all whom he meets. Pray also 
for his wife as she expects their second 
child in May. 


Good Shepherd Church, Taipei 


The vision of Good Shepherd 
is to build a new church and 
church buildings. The 
kindergarten desperately 
needs more space, especially 
more classrooms, and the 
church needs new buildings 
for outreach. They also need 
parking spaces. The great 
challenge is to keep the 
Chinese design (the only 
church in the Diocese built to 
a Chinese design) but build a 
church that is suitable for 
modern use. There are 4 groups to 
consider: Chinese congregation, English 
congregation, kindergarten and social 
work department. These groups are all 
working together to try to design a church 
that is suitable for all to use; they see 
themselves as companions on this journey 
of faith. 3 committees for Building, 
Finance and Prayer have been established 


to cover all aspects of the building project. 


The plan is to spend this year in 
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preparation, prayer, consultation and fund- 
raising; then hopefully next year 2008 
they will be ready to start building. Please 
pray with them for this vision to be 
fulfilled. 


Good Shepherd gives thanks that last year, 
2006, their stewardship campaign was 
really effective and the income was high. 
They also thank God for special services 
over Chinese New Year when Chinese 
and English congregations came together 
for a special joint service and meal. The 
Sunday before Chinese New Year is the 
day when all the churches in the Diocese 
hold a special day of remembrance of the 
ancestors, in accordance with Chinese 
tradition at this time of year. Many 
people find this service very moving, 
helpful and special, and this was 
especially so at Good Shepherd Church 
this year. 


In the English congregation, Rev. Diane 
Wong has recently arrived from the 


Diocese of Massachusetts (Oct 30" °06), 
USA, to serve as English chaplain. She is 
thrilled to report on the challenges of 
serving such a changeable congregation. 
The congregation is gradually becoming 
more active and participatory with more 
people taking part in the worship, more 
fellowship and the start of a regular 
Sunday school. They have planned 2 


church trips; one to join with St. James’ 
English congregation for their service on 
March 25 in Taichung, and another to the 
Diocese for lunch after the Sunday service 
on May 20. Pray that these activities may 
bear fruit and that as people leave the | 
congregation to move away, so 
newcomers may replace them. 


www.goodshepherd.com.tw OR www.goodshepherd.com.tw/english/ 


EXTRA 


BIBLE EXAMS 


Every month, the Diocese holds exams on 
the Bible texts taken from the Sunday 
service readings. The purpose is to 
encourage the church members to read the 
Bible and to learn texts from memory. 
Because the theme of the Diocese for this 


Did You Know... 


In the year 2006, a total of 65 people were 
baptized in the Diocese. 40 were 
confirmed. On average, a total of 823 
people attend the morning services each 
Sunday, while 681 receive communion. 


On April 3, 2007, there is to be a special 
service at St. James’ Church, Taichung for 
all the clergy. This is an annual event, 
where all the clergy renew their vows and 
we have the blessing of the oil. 


NEWS 


year is family witness, there are prizes for 
the 5 families in the Diocese with the best 
score (family size is a minimum of 2, and 
the 2 best results in the family are taken). 

There are also 20 individual awards and 3 
group awards. 


The Kindergarten principals, supervisors 
and some clergy will hold their annual 
gathering for fellowship and discussion up 
in the mountains at Ching-Jing Farm from 
April 16-18, 2007. 


Every season the Diocese has a spiritual 
book that we encourage our church 
members to read. These are distributed 
free to interested people on condition they 
read the books. The book introduced at 
the annual meeting was called “Come on, 
you can make it!” 


Dear Friendship readers, 


Hi, my name is 
Drew Foisie and 
Iam a Young 
Adult Service 
Corpse 
missionary from 
Seattle serving 
at The Church 
of the Good 
Shepherd in 
Taipei. I have been at Good Shepherd for 
about six months and will continue there 
for about five more. Most of my travels 
around Taiwan have been concentrated in 
the north, but during Chinese New Year 
week I had the special privilege of 
traveling to southern Taiwan to visit 
several of our churches and the cities 
they’re in. The Taiwanese are well known 
for their hospitality and this experience 
proved to be no exception. 


Good Shepherd’s Rector, Lily Chang, 
masterfully coordinated a schedule for my 
Chinese New Year week. It included a 
family dinner with one of Good 
Shepherd’s kindergarten teachers on 
Chinese New Year’s Eve, 2 days in 
Taijung, Ash Wednesday at Good 
Shepherd, 1 day in Tainan, | night in 
Kangshan, | day in Pingtung and | day in 
Kaohsiung. If you’re thinking, “wow”, 
then you’ re thinking a little bit like me. 
Though taking the high speed rail made 
much of the traveling very easy. 


Some of the highlights of the trip were 
seeing Sun Moon Lake, the historic forts 
in Tainan, the Taiwan beer brewery in 
Pingtung, the aboriginal cultural center 
outside of Pingtung and the beach, ocean, 
lighthouse and military fort at Kaohsiung. 
The real highlights, however, were seeing 
the churches of our diocese, connecting 
with the clergy and their families and 
hearing their stories. It was delightful to 
connect names and faces and pictures of 
places! 


For me, as a Young Adult Service Corp 
missionary serving only one year in 
Taiwan, this action packed schedule was 
sheer blessing. I really and truly saw that 
Taiwan is much more than Taipei, that our 
diocese has many wonderful and beautiful 
houses of worship, that our clergy are 
committed and serving with vigor, that 
our diocese in spite of it’s size is strong 
and that the spirit of it’s people is bright. 
To Rev Samuel Liao at All Saints, Rev 
Justin Lin at St Timothy’s, Rev Leo Tseng 
at St Paul’s, Rev June Chou at Grace 
Church and Rev Daniel Lee at St Mark’s I 
give you my heart felt thanks. You opened 
your doors to me, fed me, introduced me 
to your church, your ministry and your 
city, thank you so very much. God bless 
you. 


Sincerely, 


Drew Foisie 
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